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Dear V i c t o r :  

I am w r i t i n g  t o  you i n  y o u r  c a p a c i t y  as t h e  P r e s i d e n t  of HUGO, and i n  fol lowup 
of J i m  Watson's p r e s e n t a t i o n  a t  t h e  ASHG meet ing i n  Bal t imore  l a s t  week. I must 
say  t h a t  I found Watson's remarks l a s t  week and t h o s e  t h a t  have been p r e v i o u s l y  
recounted  i n  t h e  p r e s s  t o  b e  a r r o g a n t  and o f f e n s i v e .  No one would d i s p u t e  J i m ' s  
b r i l l i a n c e  i n  matters of s c i e n c e  and i n  t h e  key r o l e  h e  h a s  played i n  o b t a i n i n g  
Congressional  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  genome p r o j e c t .  However, I do n o t  f e e l  t h a t  t h i s  
p r o v i d e s  him t h e  l i c e n s e  t o  speak as h e  d i d  l a s t  week. While J i m  c l e a r l y  h a s  a 
key r o l e  i n  e s t a b l i s h i n g  p o l i c y  f o r  t h e  genome p r o j e c t  a t  N I H ,  h e  must b e  
d issuaded  of t h e  n o t i o n  t h a t  h e  is  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  a l l  genome r e s e a r c h  be ing  
conducted w i t h  N I H  funds,  w i t h  DOE funds  o r  i n  f a c t  w i t h  o t h e r  r e s o u r c e s .  
Furthermore,  h i s  purview does n o t  ex tend  t o  a l l  of human g e n e t i c s .  I c a n  
a p p r e c i a t e  h i s  d e s i r e  t o  f o c u s  on a v e r y  f i n i t e  g o a l  of o b t a i n i n g  t h e  r e q u i s i t e  
sequence informat ion .  However, h e  i s  going t o  have a g r e a t  d e a l  of d i f f i c u l t y  
i n  accomplishing t h i s  end i f  h e  a l i e n a t e s  a l a r g e  f r a c t i o n  of t h e  s c i e n t i f i c  
community i n  t h e  process .  I t  i s  a l s o  a p p a r e n t  t h a t  h i s  "shoot  from the hip" 
s t a t e m e n t s  r e g a r d i n g  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o o p e r a t i o n  are  going t o  b e  d e t e r i m e n t a l  and 
harmful.  One can  d e b a t e  whether  o r  n o t  o t h e r  n a t i o n s  a re  c o n t r i b u t i n g  t h e i r  
f a i r  s h a r e  t o  t h e  human genome e f f o r t s ,  b u t  what i s  n o t  c lear  i s  t h a t  t h e  funds 
t h a t  are  b e i n g  expended need i n  any way b e  r e s p o n s i v e  t o  J i m  Watson's p e r s o n a l  
v i s i o n  of how t h e  genome p r o j e c t  ought t o  b e  done. 

I a m  n o t  w r i t i n g  t o  s u g g e s t  any s p e c i f i c  a c t i o n  b u t  merely t o  v e n t  my f e e l i n g s  
on t h i s  matter. I s t r o n g l y  s u s p e c t  t h a t  I a m  n o t  a l o n e  i n  my views of t h e  way 
t h i s  matter h a s  been conducted. 

Best r e g a r d s .  

Very t r u l y  yours ,  + 
Larry J. Shapiro,  M.D. 
P r o f e s s o r  of P e d i a t r i c s  and B i o l o g i c a l  Chemistry 
I n v e s t i g a t o r .  Howard Hughes Medical I n s t i t u t e  
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